
Meet Our Teachers: 

Kimberly Castillo    Tigest Nealy     Marlene Velazquez 
 Kimberly is a California State University, Fullerton Liberal Studies graduate who has been 
accepted to the combined Masters and Elementary Education Credential Program at CSUF. She has 
worked with children with special needs in different environments and plans on specializing in special 
education. Kimberly has spent over 150 hours in the classroom, and about 40 of those hours in a special 
education classroom observing as well as assisting the students. She is passionate about allowing each 
and every student to learn to their best ability, including students with special needs.  
 Tigest is a current CSUF student athlete pursuing a career in Special Education teaching. 
Currently she is getting her Bachelor's Degree in Child and Adolescents Studies: Elementary School 
Setting. She then will move onto the Credential Program specializing in Mild to Moderate, and Moderate 
to Severe. She has 9 years of experience working with students with special needs. Tigest has a strong 
desire to impact children's lives and show them what they are truly capable of and build on their strengths 
and weaknesses. 
 As an artist and educator one believes that children are unique and are capable of doing anything 
they set their creative minds to do. Children should be treated with respect, patience, kindness, warmth 
and care. Marlene currently holds an A.S in Early Childhood, A.A. in Social and Behavioral Sciences and 
also extensive knowledge of different types of Digital Photography and Physical Education. She is 
currently pursuing her Bachelor's Degree in Early & Adolescent Studies at CSUF, and soon will apply for 
the Elementary Education Credential Program. Also, she is currently working with preschool age children 
as well with middle school special education. Marlene has high expectations for children’s creative minds 
and she knows how to encourage and nurture their needs and skills.  



 
Vicky Damico                                     

Hi, My name is VIcky Damico and I 
am a mom of 3 little girls. I have 
been working as a special education 
teacher for 7 years. I have taught 
grades Kindergarten - fifth grade. I 

love my job and working with children. I love getting to know 
their families and working with them.  When I am not working 
my husband and I like spending time with our families, going to 
Angel games, and going on vacation (when we get the 
chance).  I am excited to be working this summer with your 
kiddos! 

Miguel Ruiz 
 Miguel Ruiz was born in a low income community 
within South Los Angeles. Although Miguel showed an interest 
in art at a young age, he did not have the resources to nourish 
his interest early on. As he grew older, Miguel become more 
aware of his surroundings and noticed that art was all around him. Colorful ads, graffiti, and murals were 

all part of the urban landscape. Anxious to learn, he enrolled in 
several college courses including drawing, painting, silkscreen 
printing, sculpture, crafts, and ceramics. While in college, Miguel 
was given the opportunity to assist young children in his 
community to paint a mural. This experience was life changing, as 
he saw the excitement in the children’s faces, which reminded him 
of his own interest in art as a child. Soon after, he was invited back 
to teach a children’s art class at the local park. In the following 
years, he continued to work along with other organizations to 
provide art classes to communities in need. Since 2011 Miguel has 
spent his summers teaching art classes throughout Los Angeles in 
low income communities overwhelmed with high crime rates. His 
motivation for teaching art, is to make art available to many 
regardless of their background. After receiving a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts with an emphasis in ceramics, Miguel joined The 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, where he enjoys sharing his 
ceramics knowledge with students of diverse backgrounds. 
Additionally, he has obtained a Single Subject Credential in Art 
from the state of California, and taught art at a high school level. 
Cumulative, he has gained experience teaching in different 
settings and working with students of diverse backgrounds. 
Miguel’s broad teaching experience is reflective of his inclusive 
belief that art should be available to everyone regardless of their 
background. 


